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Description:

From Publishers Weekly On May 29, 1453, Ottoman forces, under the leadership of Mehmet II,
concluded their long and bloody siege of Constantinople by storming the city and overtaking it.
According to Crowley, who works in publishing in England;the Ottoman conquest of the city brought


http://red.wutf.space/books3/?pid=1748109112&d=20-10-09&dm=null

to an end centuries of conflict between the Byzantine Empire and Islam. In overwhelming detail and
colorless prose, Crowley chronicles the story of an ancient city and its attraction to members of two
major religions. Before Mehmet's conquest, Constantinople had faced various unsuccessful sieges,
and Crowley faithfully records them. The most destructive events came between 1341 and 1371,
when earthquakes and the Black Death devastated the city, turning it into a forlorn series of villages.
Although the Byzantine capital recovered enough of its former glory to entice Mehmet to its walls,
even he felt tremendous disappointment, finding the city didn't live up to its reputation. Crowley
drones through the day-by-day events of Mehmet's siege and the results of the conquest. Perhaps
the author's most instructive point, made by others as well, is that Mehmet turned the city into one
where religious toleration and multiculturalism flourished. (Aug. 10)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This
text refers to the edition.

Review "Swiftly paced, useful guide to understanding the long enmity between Islam and
Christianity." -- Kirkus Reviews

"The characters . . . are drawn in great detail from historical source material to bring them to life on
the page." -- Los Angeles Times
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