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Description:

This explosive suspense thriller gets off to a blistering start: the kidnapping of a little boy--in eight
breathless pages--that culminates with the child's safe return and the disappearance of the
successful kidnappers. That sets the stage for the book's centerpiece, the abduction of little Abby
Jennings, daughter of Will, a successful physician, and Karen, a slightly dissatisfied suburban woman
who's wondering where the passion in her marriage went. The criminals' modus operandi is
established early on. They target the progeny of Mississippi doctors, demand a reasonable (to an
affluent M.D.) ransom, release the child after it's paid, and promise the victim parents that if they
ever breathe a word of the incident to anyone, their kids will be taken again and killed. The
kidnappings are carefully set up, targeted to take place when one parent is out of town at a medical
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meeting or convention, thus ensuring the cooperation of the other. And the victim is held by a sweet,
slightly retarded but humongous and powerful man whose loyalty to his cousin, the mastermind, is
unquestioned.

24 Hours is a version of the locked room school of kidnap mysteries and a very good one indeed,
especially when Will turns the tables on the kidnapper and takes control of the situation. Abby's
diabetic condition (she needs lifesaving injections on a regular basis) notches the suspense up one
last turn. It's a well worked-out plot, the pacing is terrific, and the characters likable and attractive.
Iles is a master storyteller, and this one has big screen written all over it--with Harrison Ford and
Michelle Pfeiffer as the Jennings, if we're lucky. --Jane Adams --This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title.

From Publishers Weekly HAs close to family fare as a kidnapper-rapist-extortionist thriller can
get, lles's (The Quiet Game) latest brilliantly plotted tale walks the razor's edge between cinematic
excess and bone-chilling suspense. Joe Hickey is a Southern redneck with an Ivy League talent for
evil. He has trained his grossly huge, mentally challenged cousin, Huey, and his gorgeous, exotic-
dancer, live-in lover, Cheryl, to work with him as part of a tightly controlled kidnap/extortion squad
targeting Mississippi physicians' families while the doctors are off at conferences. But he hits a snag
when Dr. Will Jennings, his wife, Karen, and their five-and-a-half-year-old daughter, Abby, prove as
resourceful solo as they are formidable in tandem. Joe grabs Abby, turning her over to Huey, who
drives her off to a remote forest cabin near Jackson; meanwhile, Joe stays behind to terrorize Karen
in the Jennings home. Cheryl gets her hooks into the third family member by vamping her way into
Will's hotel room in Biloxi, where Will receives a phone call and ransom demand from Joe, who
stipulates delivery in 24 hours. It's a long, horrific night for all as Iles pits each of the captives
against their captors in riveting battles of will. The well-rounded characters are trademark Iles, the
plot runs speed-skating smooth and occasional near-gooey bits of dialogue are offset by nasty
surprises and perfectly timed terror. The one-on-one conflicts punch up the pace, and a perfect
Mississippi setting, a spot-on sendup of FBI assistance and a hair-raising finale complete the
package. Major ad/promo; Literary Guild and BOMC alternates. (Aug.)

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.
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