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Description:

From Publishers Weekly After unwittingly destroying the magical wards that had sealed off the
Old World from the New for 3000 years, the war wizard Richard Cypher discovers that he has
inadvertently created a gate through which the evil Keeper, Emperor Jagang, and his minions can
enter the land. Separated from his beloved, the former Mother Confessor Kahlan Amnell, who is in
hiding to avoid being executed by the people she once served, Richard must now accept the power
of his father, Darken Rahl, and use all of his magical abilities to defeat Jagang, to save Kahlan and to
close the gate. As in the two previous novels of The Sword of Truth fantasy cycle (Stone of Tears,
etc.), Goodkind builds an intricate plot teeming with violence, treachery and intrigue. Newcomers to
the series may find it a challenge to get up to speed, but once they do, they?as well as Goodkind's
large, loyal readership?will delight in a complex epic fantasy that crackles with vigor and magical
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derring-do. Author tour.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to the edition.

From Library Journal This is the third installment of Goodkind's heroic fantasy "Sword of Truth"
series. Reluctant wizard Richard Cypher and his love, the warrior Kahlan Amnell, live in a world of
magical boundaries that hold back the forces of darkness. But war is coming because the barrier
between the worlds has been breached, and the "Blood of the Fold," a group of fanatical zealots, is
attempting to kill all people with magic. They are nothing, however, compared to the ancient,
unspeakable evil about to be unleashed. There is a lot of sword and sorcery action here, and
although it has a darker tone than most fantasies, there is also a strain of humor unseen in works by
Robert Jordan, Terry Brooks, or David Eddings. In addition, series protagonist Amnell is rapidly
becoming one of the most interesting female characters in a genre where they are few and far
between. Buck Schirner is an adept reader, expert at rendering this vast, glittering tapestry of a
world. This superior production is an excellent choice for public libraries where multivolume fantasy
series are in demand.ABarbara Perkins, Irving P.L., TX
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