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Description:

Joel Achenbach () describes Captured by Aliens as a travelogue, a record of his strange journey into
"alien country." With Carl Sagan as a sort of totem animal on this spirit quest (in fact, one of the
author's first stops is Sagan's living room), Achenbach plots an eccentric course through the land of
UFOs and the search for extraterrestrial life, going from NASA headquarters in Washington, DC to
local MUFON meetings, from an asteroid-blasted quarry in Belize to a Las Vegas hotel room in


http://red.wutf.space/books3/?pid=1535494340&d=20-10-09&dm=null

which he's hypnotized by an alien abductee. He even visits the set of the X-Files. (Achenbach reveals
Gillian Anderson's very un-Scully-like take on alien beings: "[T]hey operate, vibrate--this is going to
make me sound like a complete nut--they vibrate on a different energy level than we do.")

With the investigative skill of a seasoned reporter (which Achenbach is, for the Washington Post)
and the wit and charm of an NPR commentator (which he also is), Achenbach turns out to be the
perfect companion for such a cosmic road trip. This curious, earnest, and frequently hilarious writer
proves equally at ease with legit figures like Sagan and NASA administrator Dan Goldin as he is with
self-described "Starseeds" (aliens in human bodies) and technophiles like Mars-booster Bob Zubrin.
Achenbach knows his science, but he always brooks just the right amount of nonsense. --Paul
Hughes

From Publishers Weekly In energetic, engaging prose, Washington Post staff reporter Achenbach
(Why Things Are) introduces readers to an eclectic mix of scientists, millennialists, channelers,
UFOlogists, debunkers and true believers who have been captivated, if not captured, by the notion of
extraterrestrial life. The central figures are Carl Sagan ("a visionary, a poet of science, a quote
machine for reporters on deadline") and Frank Drake, who promulgated a famous equation to
predict N, the number of intelligent, communicating civilizations likely to exist in a galaxy like ours.
In 1975, Drake estimated N to be 10,000; Sagan guessed a million. Urged on by Sagan and Drake,
scientists have tried to eavesdrop on cosmic chat. Nearly 25 years later, the scientific search for
extraterrestrial intelligence has continued to reveal nothing, in Achenbach's view, beyond static and
the optimism of its advocates. In addition to respected scientists, Achenbach travels to a UFO
convention, where he meets a man convinced that the aliens have the medical technology to cure his
aching back and that President Clinton traveled by spaceship from Arkansas to New York (it took 15
minutes). ET is here, say many of those Achenbach interviewed, but we don't believe the evidence
because of government deception and coverups. Achenbach's book can be appreciated for its
assortment of characters and for its witty style. Whether N is one or one million, and whether
intelligence is the result of deliberate creation or natural evolution, he concludes, we are privileged
to be members of a species able to wonder about it. (Nov.)
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