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Description:

: Carl Hiaasen taps into a pop culture phenomenon in Chomp by taking on the popularity of reality
television shows with one of his own, “Expedition Survival!.” The Florida Everglades provide the
perfect backdrop for a reality survival show and Mickey Cray, a wild animal wrangler, and his son
Wahoo are hired to keep the pampered Expedition Survival! star from accidentally killing himself
with the local wildlife. The Cray’s are joined by a girl on the run from her abusive father and
adventure, laughter, and even a mysterious disappearance follow. The eccentric characters and
wacky humor that make Hiaasen’s adult books so much fun to read carry over to the pages of Chomp
and Wahoo's voice of reason in the cacophony of unpredictable adults is an appealing dynamic for
young readers. --Seira Wilson Amazon Exclusive: Q&A with Author Carl Hiaasen

Q. What do you enjoy most about writing for kids versus writing for adults?


http://red.wutf.space/books3/?pid=1495936602&d=20-10-01&dm=null

A. The best part about writing for kids is the piles of letters I get. Grown-ups might stop you in an
airport and tell you they like the novels, but kids will sit down and write a three-page letter,
complete with illustrations. They're sharp and perceptive, and they really love the irreverent point of
view in the books.

Q. Chomp pokes fun at a survivalist reality TV show--what do you think about America’s obsession
with “reality” TV?

A. Reality television taps into the same human impulse that makes you slow down on the highway to
gawk at a six-car pile-up. Everybody does it and nobody wants to admit it. Beside Jon Stewart, the
best comedy on television is and some of these other reality shows. is another good one, particular
the bedbug episode.

Q. As a native Floridian, what is the most exotic animal you've encountered?

A. Poisonous snakes, gators, crocs, iguanas, black widow spiders, all that stuff. I tried to raise a
couple of wild raccoons, which I would not recommend. I also used to breed rat snakes, which are
beautiful animals. Even though Chomp takes place in the Everglades, I wouldn't call it a scary place-
-not nearly as scary as the lobby of the Orlando airport on a day when the Disney tours arrive.

Q. In Chomp, both Mickey and Wahoo are fearless when it comes to snakes and other wild beasts
(and nutty people, for that matter)--do you have any animal phobias?

A. Yeah, I'm not crazy about chihuahuas. My Labrador and I will go two or three blocks out of our
way to avoid one. For some reason they always want to chew my ankles off.

Q. You named the two kids in Chomp after fish--Wahoo and Tuna--how did that come about?

A. T just thought it would be cool to name a boy after Wahoo McDaniel, who played for the Dolphins
when [ was a kid. I'm not sure whether he was named after the fish, or after the wild noises he made
when he was a pro wrestler. As for Tuna, it's just a fun name that looks good on the page. "Big Tuna"
is what they used to call Bill Parcells, the former Giants coach. He looks nothing like a tuna, by the
way.

Q. Did you know when you started writing that you would include a character who is being abused
by a parent?

A. My novels don't have wizards and dragon-hunters, just ordinary kids in the ordinary world. And
the reality, sadly, is that some kids go home every night wondering if their mother or father is going
to hurt them. That's Tuna's world, and I didn't have any qualms about portraying it that way. In I had
a character whose dad comes back very badly injured from Iraq. Again, that's real life for thousands
and thousands of families in this country.

Q. Can we assume you are going to keep writing for kids (we hope)?

A. was going to be my one and only novel for kids, but now I'm sort of hooked on writing them.
Young readers are just the coolest audience, and I feel so lucky that my novels have been so well-
received. I don't see myself quitting. It's too much fun.

Q. You clearly have the single word title thing going for your kids’ books, is that just something you
started with and stuck to, or is there more to the story?

A. The novels for young readers have one-word titles because I want to distinguish them from the



grown-up novels, which all have two-word titles like and . It was a conscious decision. I have a son in
middle school (and also grandchildren), and none of them are ready to read the Big Person novels
yet. The one-word title lets the booksellers (and the parents) know that those are the kid-safe books.

Q. What has been your most memorable moment as an author?

A. I was at a book-signing in Boulder, Colorado, when a very nice woman told me she'd named her
cancerous tumor after a character in one of my novels. It was quite astonishing. I was flattered (who
wouldn't be?) but also a bit rattled. The happy ending was that her surgery had been successful and
she was totally recovered.

--This text refers to the edition.

From School Library Journal Gr 6-9-Carl Hiaasen takes on reality TV in his latest novel (Knopf,
2012). Wahoo Cray is the assistant to his wild animal wrangler father. Their property holds
everything from alligators to Bobcats that appear in TV shows and films. However, after Wahoo's
father suffers a serious injury, debts pile up and his mother takes a temporary job in China. It also
forces Wahoo and his father to accept a lucrative but questionable gig with the reality show,
"Expedition Survival." James Van Der Beek's narration captures the cast of colorful characters in this
fast-paced, humorous story. His vocal depiction of Wahoo is spot on, and he easily changes gears to
play a variety of adults, including Wahoo's gruff but caring father. Derek Badger, the host of the
reality show, is expertly drawn as a bumbling buffoon who has managed to convince viewers he is a
survivalist. Van Der Beek is at his best with Badger's character, making a fake Aussie accent sound
almost, but not quite authentic. As the story moves from being about filming a TV show to an action
tale complete with boat chases and a gun-toting baddie, the narrator keeps it all in check, easily
changing voices, while also acting as an excellent tour guide of the Florida Everglades thanks to
Hiassen's lyrically descriptive text. A fun listen.-Shari Fesko, Southfield Public Library, Mla(c)
Copyright 2011. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted. --This text refers to the edition.
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