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Description:

In this prequel to McMurtry's 1986 Pulitzer Prize-winning , Gus McCrae and Woodrow Call are
invincible young bucks, Texas Rangers, full of youthful energy and, quite frankly, full of themselves.
That is until they're utterly consumed by the vicious battlefield of the early-19th-century Wild West.
Their journey takes them across barren deserts and raging rivers and through steep and snowy
mountains, often on foot and with barely enough provisions and clothing to keep them from certain
death. The constant threat of attack by Comanches keeps them awake nights, fearing for their lives--
and for good reason. "Buffalo Hump reached down and grabbed the terrified boy by his long black
hair. He yanked his horse to a stop, lifted Zeke Moody off his feet, and slashed at his head with a
knife, just above the boy's ears. Then he whirled and raced across the front of the huddled Rangers,
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dragging Zeke by the hair. As the horse increased its speed, the scalp tore loose and Zeke fell free.
Buffalo Hump had whirled again, and held aloft the bloody scalp."

This bedraggled group of adventurers--on their foolhardy expedition to seize Santa Fe from the
Mexicans (who also prove to be formidable enemies)--includes a salty assortment of cowboys, scouts,
fortune seekers, and a fat and sassy whore nicknamed "The Great Western." McMurtry's adept
storytelling paints a portrait of the Wild West that at times is palpable. One can almost smell the
campfires, the body odors, and the long-awaited piece of meat after weeks without a proper meal.
Dead Man's Walk will satisfy your craving for adventure, without having to put your life on the line. -
-This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

From Publishers Weekly Woodrow Call and Gus McCrae, the heroes of Lonesome Dove, return in
a rousing if slightly contrived yarn set decades before the events of that Pulitzer Prize-winning
novel?and earlier still than the latter-day adventures of Call, detailed in Streets of Laredo. Now
hardly more than teenage runaways, the pair, just recruited into the ragtag Rangers of the new
Texas Republic, come face-to-face with death on their baptismal patrol as Gus, foolishly wandering
away from his guard post, stumbles onto the grotesquely disfigured Comanche chief Buffalo Hump
and narrowly escapes with the Indian's lance embedded in his hip. Gus and Call return safely to San
Antonio but, lured by myths of silver and gold, the hapless duo sign on to a small army led by a
former seafaring pirate intent on liberating Santa Fe from Mexican rule. An unforgettable (and
equally unlikely) crew of blackhearted villains, foppish officers and star-crossed heroes and
heroines, the sorry little force heads west only to be terrorized by Buffalo Hump, then captured by
Mexican militia. With the ruthless Captain Salazar calling the shots, Mexicans and Americans are
ordered to march toward El Paso. Along the way, Call is whipped nearly to death for a minor offense,
and the group is stalked by a murderous Apache. Forced by Salazar to cross the high desert known
as "dead man's walk," Gus, Call and company end up at a leper colony near El Paso, where they find
salvation. Suffering from McMurtry's usual coincidences and miraculous escapes, as well as from
some stereotypical key characters and too much obvious melodrama, this falls short of both
Lonesome Dove and Streets of Laredo. Still, it's bracing entertainment in its own right, with
McMurtry flashing his storytelling skills as he recreates the salad days of two flawed but all-
American heroes adrift in the Old West. 500,000 first printing.
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