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Description:

From Publishers Weekly Tyler (Breathing Lessons) encompasses the collision of cultures without
losing her sharp focus on the daily dramas of modern family life in her 17th novel. When Bitsy and
Brad Donaldson and Sami and Ziba Yazdan both adopt Korean infant girls, their chance encounter at
the Baltimore airport the day their daughters arrive marks the start of a long, intense if sometimes
awkward friendship. Sami's mother, Maryam Yazdan, who carefully preserves her exotic
"outsiderness" despite having emigrated from Iran almost 40 years earlier, is frequently perplexed
by her son and daughter-in-law's ongoing relationship with the loud, opinionated, unapologetically
American Donaldsons. When Bitsy's recently widowed father, Dave, endearingly falls in love with
Maryam, she must come to terms with what it means to be part of a culture and a country.
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Stretching from the babies' arrival in 1997 until 2004, the novel is punctuated by each year's Arrival
Party, a tradition manufactured and comically upheld by Bitsy; the annual festivities gradually reveal
the families' evolving connections. Though the novel's perspective shifts among characters, Maryam
is at the narrative and emotional heart of the touching, humorous story, as she reluctantly realizes
that there may be a place in her heart for new friends, new loves and her new country after all. (May
9)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From School Library Journal Adult/High School-Two families arrive at the Baltimore/Washington
International Airport in August 1997 to claim the Korean infants they have adopted. Strangers until
that evening, they are destined to begin a friendship that will span their adoptive daughters'
childhoods. Bitsy and Brad Donaldson are the quintessential middle-class, white American couple.
Sami and Ziba Yazdan are Iranian Americans. From the beginning, the differences in the ways they
will raise their daughters are obvious: Bitsy's well-meaning but overzealous efforts to retain her
child's Korean heritage are evident in the chosen name-Jin-Ho-and in the Korean costumes that she
dresses the girl in every year as they mark the anniversary of the adoption date. The Yazdans are
comfortable with their daughter Susan's assimilation into their own Iranian-American culture. When
Bitsy's widowed father begins to show romantic interest in Susan's grandmother, cultural
differences are brought to a head. Tyler weaves a story that speaks to how we come to terms with
our identity in multicultural America, and how we form friendships that move beyond the unease of
differences. She does not dwell on the September 11 attacks, but subtly portrays the distrust that
the Yazdans have to endure in the following months. Tyler's gift, as in her other novels, is her ability
to infuse the commonplace with meaning and grace, and teens will appreciate her perceptiveness in
exploring relationships within and between families across the cultural spectrum.-Kim Dare,
Chantilly Regional Library, Fairfax County, VA
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