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Description:

From Publishers Weekly The New York Yankees made Joe DiMaggio a household name, but it took
Brooklyn-born, Florida-based attorney Morris Engelberg to make DiMaggio wealthy. Now,
Engelberg puts his personal spin on the life and times of the Yankee Clipper, who died in 1999, with
Engelberg by his side, after a short battle with lung cancer. But contrary to the book's provocative
subtitle, Engelberg's effort is little more than a paean to DiMaggio, his childhood idol turned dream
client. Engelberg writes that he regarded DiMaggio, whose affairs he managed for the last 16 years
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of the slugger's life, as his "best friend" rather than a client. Not surprisingly, the book reads as
though it were written by a best friend, heavy on deference and light on detail-except when it comes
to Engelberg's record-setting success in peddling DiMaggio to memorabilia dealers. Indeed, more
baseballs are signed than swatted in this version of DiMaggio's life, while DiMaggio's legendary 13-
year Hall-of-Fame career, which includes a record 56-game hitting streak and nine World Series
rings, is recalled in a brisk 60 pages. Off the field, DiMaggio's famously complicated relationships,
including those with his brother and rival, Red Sox outfielder Dom DiMaggio, and Yankee teammates
like Gehrig and Mantle, are largely unexplored. Even chapters devoted to DiMaggio's relationships
with ex-wife Marilyn Monroe, and his estranged son, Joe ]Jr., are shallow and disappointing. To his
credit, Engelberg clearly made DiMaggio a rich man. But his almost unsettling reverence for and
loyalty to his subject overwhelm any attempts, however timid, to truly understand one of the game's
greatest and most enigmatic icons. Photos not seen by PW.
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From Morris Engelberg was Joe DiMaggio's best friend and constant companion over the last 16
years of DiMaggio's life. This book combines anecdotes from DiMaggio's playing days with an
extensive account of his relationship with his family, including Joe Jr., who finally succumbed to a life
spent battling alcohol and drug addiction, and Marilyn Monroe, who was the true love of DiMaggio's
life. The DiMaggio Engelberg knew was a man whose fame made him suspicious of those who would
be his "friends" and who was seldom unaware of the image--cool, sophisticated, and graceful--he
needed to protect. But he was also intelligent, compassionate, a good friend, and a doting, attentive
grandfather. It was in the latter role that he found the most joy late in life. Engelberg has been
criticized for exploiting his friendship with DiMaggio. Anyone who reads this book will dismiss the
thought out of hand. There's nothing here to diminish DiMaggio's reputation. No one sets out to
become a legend; it can be a troublesome burden. DiMaggio handled it better than most. Wes
Lukowsky
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