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Description:

You might think you need to look at a map to learn "everything you need to know" about geography,
but Kenneth C. Davis proves otherwise. In this hugely entertaining and informative program, Davis
takes a different approach to learning about the world by pointing out its relevance--and importance-
-in every sphere of human life. Geography, Davis explains, has been sadly misunderstood, which
accounts for the fact that Americans consistently score lowest among peoples of industrialized
nations when it comes to "knowing where we are." He sets out to show listeners how this "mother
lode of sciences, the hub of a circle from which all the other studies radiate" informs disciplines
ranging from meteorology, climatology, and oceanography to economics, ecology, and political
science. Rather than looking at geography as a parade of facts about where things are located, he
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encourages an approach that considers human and natural history in its larger context--and the
universe as a large canvas upon which the fascinating story of life is drawn. Using his familiar
question-and- answer method, Davis offers interesting anecdotes to explain, for example, who
invented the compass; why wars are always fought over geography; the differences between
country, republic, nation, and state; why the tallest mountain in the world is getting even taller; and
much more. Succinct discussions coupled with Davis's lively writing style makes this a perfect
candidate for audio presentation. Indeed, listening to this program without the aid of visuals
underscores the sense conveyed that geography is as much about how we think about the world as
where things are in physical space--that it is about the "tender connections that keep the earth
alive." (Running time: three hours, two cassettes) --Uma Kukathas --This text refers to an out of print
or unavailable edition of this title.

From Publishers Weekly This entertaining, copious guide should help to remedy American
readers' lack of geographical literacy.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an alternate edition.
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