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Description:

From Publishers Weekly In her first novel, Wilce imagines a living castle—a kind of blending of
Gormenghast and Hogwarts—and she breathes life into her tale with a wry sense of humor. The
book opens as narrator Flora Fyrdraaca, the heroine of the title, is about to turn 14, a rite of passage
that qualifies her to enter military training. She spends her days mostly alone inside her family's
castle, Crackpot Hall. Its 11,000 rooms have started to decay since Flora's mother, the Warlord's
Commanding General, fired the magical Butler. Flora's father "only comes out of his Eyrie when the
booze and cigarillos run out." Rushing to avoid being late to school, Flora takes the forbidden
Elevator and ends up lost within her home—and meets the banished magical Butler, Valefor, in a
forgotten library. Valefor convinces Flora to give him some of her "Anima," her "magickal essence,"
and he grows stronger. The plot detours into a convoluted back story about warring kingdoms; this
leads to the tale of the "Dainty Pirate," whom Flora and her friend Udo then rescue from the gallows.
The pirate warns Flora that Valefor is actually sucking her "Will" away, and the two friends begin a
hunt for a "Semiote Verb" that will restore Flora's strength. Wilce takes the kitchen-sink approach to
storytelling—at times the narrative borders on self-indulgent (e.g., "Oh ugh and disgusting and
yucky-yuck"); hence some readers may feel that the book is overlong—though certainly good-natured
and enjoyable. Ages 12-up. (Jan.)
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From School Library Journal Grade 7-9—Flora Fyrdraaca is approaching 14, the age of majority,
and preparing for its celebratory Catorcena. She lives in Crackpot Hall, a once-glorious but now
decaying home with 11,000 rooms that randomly shift positions. Her mother is the Warlord's
Commanding General and a workaholic. Her father, a broken man due to his past imprisonment for
war crimes, is most often an enraged drunk who trashes the house. Oversleeping one morning, Flora
uses the forbidden Elevator to get her overdue library book and finds herself in a strange part of the
house where Valefor, the family butler, has been banished. He is losing his Anima and convinces
Flora to let him suck some of hers, which causes her to develop Anima Enervation, and she begins to
fade. Here the complicated plot in this overlong first novel becomes as shifting and rambling as
Crackpot Hall itself. Flora and her friend Udo try to find a fetish or Semiote Verb to restore Valefor,
but then get waylaid. Flora uncovers why Poppy is such a broken man, swims in the slimy pond in
her garden to touch the refreshing Current and be restored, and much more-all in the week
preceding her Catorcena. The plot has structural problems and clarification, when given, seems
appended after the fact. Extraneous details make the story muddled, as does the inclusion of
invented words. While some of the writing is witty, this is an additional purchase at best.—Connie
Tyrrell Burns, Mahoney Middle School, South Portland, ME
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