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Description:

Having never seen the famous 1970s television series based on Graves' historical novel of ancient
Rome and being generally uneducated about matters both ancient and Roman, I wasn't prepared for
such an engaging book. But it's a ripping good read, this fictional autobiography set in the Roman
Empire's days of glory and decadence. As a history lesson, it's fabulous; as a novel it's also
wonderful. Best is Claudius himself, the stutterer who let everyone think he was an idiot (to avoid
getting poisoned) but who reveals himself in the narrative to be a wry and likable observer. His story
continues in Claudius the God. --This text refers to the edition.

From Publishers Weekly Starred Review. Graves's legendary tale of Claudius, a nobleman in the
corrupt and cruel world of ancient Rome during the rule of Augustus, Tiberius and Caligula, is a
truly compelling listening experience. Derek Jacobi returns to the role that defined his career when
he starred in the 1976 Masterpiece Theatre miniseries I, Claudius. Jacobi is so strong in this role, it
seems created especially for him. Jacobi's compelling voice demands his audience's undivided
attention from start to finish and in doing so delivers an unforgettable performance as Claudius yet
again. So incredibly personal is Jacobi's performance that listeners feel almost as if eavesdropping
on someone's private life, which only draws us deeper into this gem of modern literature. (Aug.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This
text refers to the edition.
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