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Description:

From Publishers Weekly The 20th book by the extraordinarily versatile author of fiction ( At Play
in the Fields of the Lord ; Far Tortuga ) and nonfiction ( The Snow Leopard ; In the Spirit of Crazy
Horse ) is a curious hybrid. "As a creature from prehistory is recreated from scattered bits of bone
fleshed out on an armature of theory, so my idea of Mister Watson has been reimagined from the few
hard 'facts' . . . " writes Matthiessen in an introductory note. Set in the Florida Everglades a century
ago, the novel is based on the legend of Edgar J. Watson, the man said to have gunned down female
outlaw Belle Starr. Matthiessen gives voices to a gamut of characters who knew Watson, and while it
is intended that the book read with the deadpan of an oral history, those imagined--or "reimagined"--
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witnesses provide a rich chorus. The book starts with the murder of Watson by a group of his
neighbors. The rest of the story is a slow piecing together of the puzzle that explains how this event
came to pass. We never hear directly from Watson; he takes form slowly as facets of his life emerge,
until his still-opaque profile remains outlined by all we have heard. With more artistry than In Cold
Blood but with some of the same concerns, this is an imaginative and haunting evocation of a time
and place, and the paradox of the tenderness and brutality with which real and imagined lives are
filled.
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From School Library Journal YA-- More than 20 men wait in ambush as Mister Watson steps
ashore and is shot dead. From this beginning, the story of Edgar J. Watson is told through the
recollections of his daughter and neighbors, and by reports from magazines, letters, and other
historical papers. This is a study rich in history, social studies, ecology, and nature of the The Ten
Thousand Islands area of southwestern Florida from 1890-1910. It was a haven for escapees and
renegades, and poor treatment of Indians, blacks, and half-breeds was accepted and expected. When
Watson arrived there in the 1890s, he was thought of as quiet and friendly. But an aura of danger
grew with the stories told and retold about him. When it was alleged that he killed 57 people
(including Belle Starr), the tales became folk legend. The setting and characters are fully drawn as
Watson's menacing power grows steadily. Because ten characters tell and retell in dialect their
versions of the Watson story, YAs will need to persevere with this demanding format. If they do, they
will know the Florida era that ended when Mister Watson was killed. --Judy Sokoll, Fairfax County
Public Library,
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