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Description:

From Publishers Weekly In her raw account of love gone wrong, L.A. journalist Resnick (Go West
Young F*cked-Up Chick) describes her descent into self-debasement. Resnick's lifelong attraction to
unsuitable men—unavailable, abusive and emotionally damaged—hit a perilous stage by the time she
reached her early 40s and her last boyfriend, Spencer, who had seemed the perfect victim to make
[her] dreams come true, broke into her house and wrecked her computer. Alternating with her litany
of awful relationships—from the scarily egotistical ex-con painter Eddie to the various men who
refused to have a baby with her—Resnick delineates her appalling, loveless childhood and the
neglect by her hard-drinking mother, who lost custody of her and her younger brother when Resnick
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was 12. Subsequently, the teenager bounced around foster homes because she was not welcome in
the new household of her father, remarried to an Orthodox Jew with four new children of his own.
Resnick's memoir is a desperate, self-excoriating attempt to break the victim cycle first taught to her
expertly by her mother, the original love junkie; engender a tenderness for her rather indifferent
father; and mend the estrangement from her brother. Most important in terms of survival in this
painfully honest memoir, Resnick found the wherewithal through a support group to heal and
reground herself. (Dec.)
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From In this excruciatingly honest memoir, novelist and journalist Resnick relays how a childhood
bereft of love brought about her addiction to relationships with really, really bad men. She
alternates accounts of her miserable parents (a mentally unstable mother married to a man
incapable of showing loyalty or love) with play-by-play of her self-destructive unions with the
opposite sex, each more toxic than the one before. (The worst by far is a tattooed ex-con named
Eddie, who'’s prone to vulgar verbal attacks and fits of terrifying physical rage.) In efforts to boost
her subterranean self-esteem, Resnick repeatedly confuses sex with love, engaging in lewd, often
risky acts and forever taking up with romantic partners who are dangerous, demeaning, and cruel.
Resnick’s relentlessly candid laments become tiresome after awhile, leaving the reader wondering
whether she’ll ever find happiness—or, at the very least, a healthy relationship. The author of Go
West Young F*cked-Up Chick (1999), Resnick renders prose as direct and uninhibited as her subject
matter, a combination that may be a bit too racy for some. --Allison Block
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