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Description:

The novelist Frank Norris is almost forgotten today, but in books like "McTeague," published in
1899, he paved the way for a whole generation of American writers--a generation that included and
and, less directly, and . McTeague is a dentist saddled with a grasping wife, and the book chronicles
his rise and fall in awkward but powerful prose. This type of social realism, so contrary to the
uplifting entertainment of the day (and to 's more fanciful, comic novels), provided turn-of-the-
century America a disturbing mirror in which to view itself. --This text refers to an alternate edition.

From Publishers Weekly Starred Review. The classic novel by Frank Norris is revisited in this
1989 recording by an immensely talented and well-directed group of actors. Set in 1899 San
Francisco, Norris's story relates the life and times of a dentist, played wonderfully by Stacy Keach,
and his wife, Trina (Carol Kane). With a celebrity cast of nearly 40 players that features superior
performances from, among others, Helen Hunt, Ed Asner, Marsha Mason, Teri Garr and Hector
Elizondo, the production is flawless and captivating. With music and realistic sound effects, director
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Gordon Hunt takes full advantage of the performing weapons at his disposal. Notable standouts
include Joe Spano, who plays Trina's jealous cousin, Katherine Helmond as Miss Baker and Bud Cort
portraying an array of secondary characters. (July)
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