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Description:

From Publishers Weekly In October 1972, a plane carrying an Uruguayan rugby team crashed in
the Andes. Not immediately rescued, the survivors turned to cannibalism to survive and after 72
days were saved. Rugby team member Parrado has written a beautiful story of friendship, tragedy
and perseverance. High in the Andes, with a fractured skull, eating the flesh of his teammates and
friends, Parrado calmly ponders the cruelties of fate, the power of the natural world and the
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possibility of continued existence. "I would live from moment to moment and from breath to breath,
until I had used up all the life I had." Parrado, who for the past 10 years has been giving
inspirational talks based on his experiences, lost his mother and sister in the crash. Struggling to
stay alive, his guide becomes his beloved father: "each [stride] brought me closer to my father...
each step I took was a step stolen back from death." More than a companion to the 1970s bestselling
chronicle of the disaster, Alive, this is a fresh, gripping page-turner that will satisfy adventure
readers, and a complex reflection on camaraderie, family and love. Photos. First serial in Outside.
(May 9)
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From School Library Journal Adult/High School-In 1972, Parrado and his rugby teammates from
Uruguay were flying to Chile to play a match against the national team. Crossing the Andes, the
aircraft crashed on a remote, high-altitude, glaciated slope. This remarkable story of the survivors
omits none of the raw intensity and brutality of their experience but is burnished by time, casting an
analytical perspective on ways in which their subsequent lives were influenced by the ordeal. The
many forms of courage exhibited and the sustaining power of love of family are the basis of the
narrative as the group supported one another in a collective refusal to surrender to the mountain.
Parrado credits their physical conditioning and the rigorous team ethic inherent in the sport as the
foundation for the trust and allegiance that enabled the men to battle the odds. Reduced to the most
elemental human needs and learning from a radio transmission that rescue efforts had been
abandoned, they reluctantly realized that their only food source was the bodies of the victims.
Parrado was respectful of the spiritual faith of those who clung to a belief in rescue, but put his
energy into engineering a plan and acted as a leader of the expeditionaries who hiked through the
perilous mountains to find help. A detailed chronicle of these events was presented in Piers Paul
Read's Alive (Avon, 1975), but Parrado's memoir offers a reflective expansion of that work. Dramatic
photographs are included.-Lynn Nutwell, Fairfax City Regional Library, VA
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