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Description:

From Publishers Weekly Following up his acclaimed study of the Six-Day War, historian Oren
analyzes America's 200-plus-year involvement in the Middle East, from battling Barbary pirates to
toppling Saddam Hussein. Dietz, one of AudioFile magazine's Best Voices of the Century, with a
measured, leisurely reading style, turns in another solid performance. Dietz comes from the classic
school of readers, sounding like an action movie-trailer narrator in a more contemplative mood. His
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almost brusque masculine swagger is highly appropriate for Oren's tale of American misadventure in
the Middle East, compounded in equal parts of the three titular components. Counterintuitively for
so long an audiobook, Dietz's tortoise-like performance adds to, rather than detracts from, Oren's
prose, with Dietz's careful pace giving Oren's carefully researched tome an added measure of
dignified wisdom. Available as a Norton hardcover (Reviews, Nov. 20, 2006). (June)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From This engrossing, informative, and frequently surprising survey of U.S. involvement in the
Middle East over the past 230 years is particularly timely. Oren, a frequent contributor to the New
York Times, Wall Street Journal, and New Republic, illustrates that American interests have
frequently combined elements of romanticism, religious fervency, and hardheaded power politics. In
the early nineteenth century, President Jefferson, perhaps acting against his own instincts to remain
aloof from the affairs of the Old World, sent the infant American navy to confront the Barbary pirates
off the coast of North Africa. Like many of our future endeavors in the region, the results were a
mixture of success, failure, and farce. Other episodes covered here that are particularly interesting
include previously obscure American efforts to locate the source of the Nile and the efforts by
American missionaries to convert vast numbers of Ottoman subjects. But Oren is at his best when
describing American involvement in the twentieth century as the U.S. replaced Britain as the
dominant "imperial" power in the area. Appealing to both scholars and general readers. Jay Freeman
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