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Description:

From School Library Journal Starred Review. Grade 5-8—Once again, Hiaasen has written an
edge-of-the-seat eco-thriller. When their unpopular biology teacher goes missing in a suspicious fire
during a field trip to the Black Vine Swamp, Nick and Marta don't buy the headmaster's excuse for
her absence and decide to do some investigating of their own. Eco-avengers; an endangered, hunted
panther; illegal pipelines in the Everglades; and an underachieving student with the nickname
"Smoke" all play a part in this gripping novel. From the first sentence, readers will be hooked. The
teens' dangerous detective work, with help from some unlikely sources, and the ethics of
environmental awareness are well balanced. The emotion and personal changes that Nick goes
through due to his father's injury in Iraq are on their own a worthy study of the struggles that
military families are facing today. This well-written and smoothly plotted story, with fully realized
characters, will certainly appeal to mystery lovers.—Dylan Thomarie, Johnstown High School, NY
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This
text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.


http://red.wutf.space/books3/?pid=1710016944&d=20-09-30&dm=null

From Hiaasen starts off this story—a hybrid madcap swamp adventure and cast-driven
environmental whodunit—with the disappearance of a biology teacher after a fire breaks out during
a field trip in the Everglades. The immediate suspect for the fire, at least, is a young miscreant, but
friends Nick and Marta figure something else is afoot: it might have something to do with the
nefarious oilmen slinking about nearby, as well as the rumor of an endangered panther and her cubs
in the swamp. A generous cast of characters—each imbued with a few unexpected traits—flits about
and provides most of the impetus to keep things rolling. Adding some emotional heft is the subplot
involving Nick’s father; he returns home from Iraq minus his right arm, and Nick binds his own arm
so that they can learn to become lefties together. Hiaasen’s gumbo tastes a lot like his previous
efforts, pitting conservation against reckless greed and setting the can-do of youth among
determined Floridian quirkiness. But there’s a reason why a recipe tastes so good time and again.
Grades 5-8. --Ian Chipman --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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