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Description:

This is the single best book available on the Taliban, the fundamentalist Islamic regime in
Afghanistan responsible for harboring the terrorist Osama bin Laden. Ahmed Rashid is a Pakistani
journalist who has spent most of his career reporting on the region--he has personally met and
interviewed many of the Taliban's shadowy leaders. Taliban was written and published before the
massacres of September 11, 2001, yet it is essential reading for anyone who hopes to understand the
aftermath of that black day. It includes details on how and why the Taliban came to power, the
government's oppression of ordinary citizens (especially women), the heroin trade, oil intrigue, and--
in a vitally relevant chapter--bin Laden's sinister rise to power. These pages contain stories of mass
slaughter, beheadings, and the Taliban's crushing war against freedom: under Mullah Omar, it has
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banned everything from kite flying to singing and dancing at weddings. Rashid is for the most part
an objective reporter, though his rage sometimes (and understandably) comes to the surface: "The
Taliban were right, their interpretation of Islam was right, and everything else was wrong and an
expression of human weakness and a lack of piety," he notes with sarcasm. He has produced a
compelling portrait of modern evil. --John Miller --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.

From Library Journal Afghanistan's position as a crossroads in Central Asia made it part of the
19th-century Great Game of imperialism and brings it to international strategic prominence once
again. Rashid is a correspondent for the Far Eastern Economic Review who has covered
Afghanistan's changing fortunes since the 1978 Soviet invasion. In his second book, he covers the
origin and rise of the Taliban, its concepts of Islam on questions of gender roles and drugs, and the
importance of the country to the development of energy resources in the region. His account of the
Taliban's origins among the Pashtun refugees in Pakistani camps and their minimal education in
Koranic schools from poorly educated teachers explains their lack of knowledge of the history and
culture of their own country and of what it means to govern. The failed state that is now Afghanistan
threatens to destabilize its neighbors by exporting both drugs and extremist views. Unlike Peter
Marsden's Taliban: War Religion and the New Order in Afghanistan (Oxford Univ., 1998), this new
work emphasizes the international implications of the Taliban and its government. A lucid and
thoroughly researched account, it is recommended for academic and most public libraries.

-Marcia L. Sprules, Council on Foreign Relations Lib., New York

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.
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