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Description:

From School Library Journal Gr 6-8-Otto, Lucia, and Max are the Hardscrabble children, and one
of them is the unidentified narrator. Otto, the oldest, hasn't spoken out loud since he was eight,
when the children's mother vanished. Their father, Casper Hardscrabble, paints portraits of royal
families, returning with stories of their adventures to tell his children. When he sends them to
London to stay with his cousin, who turns out to be away on holiday, they make their way to their
great-aunt Haddie, who lives in a life-size playhouse castle behind a forbiddingly real castle, once
owned by the Kneebone family. From their great-aunt and others, the Hardscrabbles learn about the
Kneebone boy, locked away in a tower in the castle because of some unnamed deformity, and decide


http://red.wutf.space/books3/?pid=1791617514&d=20-10-01&dm=null

that they must rescue him. Instead, their mission leads to the resolution of their own family mystery.
This odd book doesn't know if it wants to be an "Unfortunate Events" clone or a straightforward
mystery. It's certainly not a fantasy, as the narrator takes pains to make clear that anything magical
in the book only appears to be magical and has a rational, logical explanation. That makes sense
with the rational, logical explanation presented for Tess Hardscrabble's disappearance, which is
actually very sad and distressing. Ultimately, there is little to care about here; not the characters,
the plot, or the resolution, all of which makes The Kneebone Boy a low-priority purchase.Tim
Wadham, St. Louis County Library, MO

© Copyright 2010. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted. --This text refers to the edition.

From Hilarious and heartbreaking, wild and down-to-earth, this story of dark family secrets starts
off with all the conventional quest clichés. Since the three Hardscrabble kids’ mother mysteriously
disappeared five years earlier, Dad will not talk about her, and the eldest, Otto, now 13, only
communicates through sign language. After the kids get a hint that Mama may still be alive, they
take off to find her, first in London and then in a small seaside town, where they search through a
castle with dungeons, dragons, and secret passageways and try to save a young sultan held prisoner
in a wild forest. Even fantasy fans may tire of the contrivances, but Potter keeps this genre
adventure moving briskly, and the very end brings a huge surprise that Dad’s been in on all along.
The combination of fantasy and realism makes a compelling story, and young people will relate
easily to the characters’ struggles. As the author tells the reader, “All great adventures have
moments that are really crap.” Grades 5-8. --Hazel Rochman --This text refers to the edition.
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