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Description:

From Publishers Weekly Smith's seventh Arkady Renko novel (after Stalin's Ghost) falls short of
his usual high standard. The Russian police detective, now a senior investigator, is seriously
considering quitting the force because his boss, state prosecutor Zurin, refuses to assign him any
cases. Renko seizes the chance to buck Zurin by finding the truth behind the death of a prostitute
found in a workers' trailer parked in Moscow's seedy Three Stations (aka Komsomol Square). While
the young woman, who Renko guesses is 18 or 19, apparently took a fatal drug overdose, he believes
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she was murdered. A subplot centering on a mother whose infant is stolen on a train detracts from
rather than enhances the main investigation. This disappointing entry does only a superficial job of
bringing the reader inside today's Russia. Hopefully, Smith and Renko will return to form next time.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This
text refers to the edition.

From Taken together, notes the Cleveland Plain Dealer, "Cruz's novels chart the political and social
changes that have transformed the former Soviet Union over these last 30 years--and the banes of
indolence, indifference and corruption that seem to survive every Russian regime." The capable
Renko, of course, has followed right along, and he is still as adept as ever at exposing dishonesty and
corruption. Critics agree that if Three Stations is not the best entry in the seven-part series, Cruz
brings to harrowing life the world of prostitution rings, runaway children, street gangs, and
corruption, and his writing dazzles. A few opine that Three Stations feels a little thin and rushed, but
that is a minor complaint in a series that continues to follow, warily and intelligently, Russia's
evolution. --This text refers to the edition.
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