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Description:

From Publishers Weekly In British author Swainston's first novel, a well-written, if occasionally
uneven, fantasy, three humanoid species coexist successfully in a medieval world under the rule of a
benevolent, immortal emperor, supported by a circle of 50 immortal warriors. For many centuries,
however, this civilization has been under attack by Insects, monstrous creatures who convert
everything they conquer into the Paperlands, endless wastelands of bizarre white walls and tunnels.
Now one of the immortals, Jant the Messenger, addicted to the hallucinatory drug called cat, which
allows him access to an alternate universe, has discovered the Insects' secret. Despite his
debilitating addiction, Jant must find a way to preserve his world against the monsters' increasing
onslaught. Numerous bloody battles keep the action moving, and Swainston has a powerful sense of
the surreal, but her domestic scenes tend to drag and verge on soap opera. Jant is an engaging
antihero, though most of the other characters are fairly flat. This off-beat fantasy should appeal to
fans of China Miéville's fiction as well as to those who remember Roger Zelazny's Amber series with
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fondness.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This
text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Review 'An enjoyable piece of 'weird' fiction' -- Andrew Osmond DREAMWATCH 'A joy to read, it is
bursting at the seams with ideas. The Year of Our War is the first book that makes you believe New
Weird actually is a movement, rather than a bunch of books China Mieville likes. A Mieville quote
appears prominently on the cover where he describes the book as "thoughtful, exuberant, incredibly
inventive, funny but never whimsical or mannered." This is true and it doubles as a kind of manifesto
pledge for New Weird' SF Site 'A stunning fantasy, and the most incredible thing about it is that it is
a first novel... The setting is impeccably realised, with a deftness of touch and a genius for
description which would be impressive in an author of considerably greater experience - of the
current crop of British fantasy writers, only China Mieville can touch this level of brilliance. In fifty
years time, people are still going to be reading this book and talking about it the way we talk about
Gormengast' -- George Walkley INK MAGAZINE 'The density of Swainston's creation is breathtaking.
But Swainston's also a knockout writer for scenes of triumphant action. Having created a world
that's almost too complex to comprehend, she's able to unravel scenes of spectacular conflict. From
the jaw-dropping opening chapter to the tense and bloody finish, Swainston puts the reader in the
picture with a clarity that challenges cinema.' -- Rick Kleffel TRASHOTRON Her descriptive
passages are rich and vivid and her characterisation is actually even better; frankly it's superb...
Even her dialogue is free-flowing, original, yet natural-sounding; how often do you get that from a
debut novelist? As for the protagonist himself: in Jant Shira, Swainston has come upwith one of the
most irrepressibly loveable rogues in fantasy fiction, bar none. So, The Year of War has everything,
yes? It's about as close to a perfect debut as you can get.' THE ALIEN ONLINE Every so often in
publishing a buzz develops about a book. The current buzz is most definitely the property of Steph
Swainston and her stunning debut novel, The Year of our War. If it has antecedents then they are
Angela Carter, Roger Zelazny, M. John Harrison and China Mieville. But while drawing on such
illustrious forebears, it is by no means derivative. It is very much its own thing. It has a rare
combination of the grim, the bizarre and the hilarious. And somehow it all works. EMERALD CITY --
This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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