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Description:

From School Library Journal Gr 5-8-Donovan Curtis is an impulse-driven prankster who, at the
start of Ungifted, manages to alienate both the students and faculty of his middle school. First he
mocks the basketball team over the school PA system with a derisive cheer and then he whacks the
school's statue of Atlas with a stick, knocking the huge globe off and sending it rolling down the hill
where it smashes into the gymnasium and stops the big game. When Donovan ends up on the carpet,
the district superintendent accidentally adds his name to the roll of gifted students at the Academy
for Scholastic Distinction. Although he flounders at his new school, Donovan ends up humanizing a
program that focuses on academic achievement and ignores the social aspects of students' success.
From his first day when he startles the robotics team by naming their robot, to his saving the class
from summer school by drafting his pregnant sister as the answer to a missed credit in Human
Development, Donovan finds that his gift lies in helping the smart kids by teaching them how to be
"normal." Using an ancestor who survived the Titanic as inspiration, Donovan has a goofy kindness
that charms characters and readers alike. Reminiscent of Stanley Yelnats and Joey Pigza, he careens
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through life much like the out-of-control globe from Atlas's statue. The story is told from the points
of view of various characters (each chapter titled with an Un-word), and readers hear from teachers
and administrators, students-both gifted and not-and family members. The message is tolerance, and
Korman expertly and humorously delivers it in an unpretentious and universally appealing tale.-Jane
Barrer, Steinway Intermediate School, New York Citya(c) Copyright 2011. Library Journals LLC, a
wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted. --This text refers to the
edition.

Review “Touching, without being overly sentimental, Ungifted is a gem for readers looking for a
story where the underdog comes out on top.” (Voice of Youth Advocates (VOYA))

“From its lovable-robot jacket art to its satisfying conclusion, this will please Korman'’s fans and win
him new ones.” (ALA Booklist)

“Donovan has a goofy kindness that charms characters and readers alike ... The message is
tolerance, and Korman expertly and humorously delivers it in an unpretentious and universally
appealing tale.” (School Library Journal)

“Funny and insightful.” (Publishers Weekly)

Praise for POP: “A brisk, heartfelt and timely novel.” (New York Times Book Review)

Praise for POP: “Korman goes straight to the heart.” (Kirkus Reviews (starred review))

Praise for POP: “Thought-provoking.” (Publishers Weekly)
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